WRIGHT ROBINSON COLLEGE

FULL PROPOSAL TO CHANGE CATEGORY

(a) School Details
	Wright Robinson College (currently a Community School)
Off Falmer Close

Abbey Hey Lane

Gorton

Manchester

M18 8RL




(b) Date
The proposed implementation date is;
	1st March  2010.



(c) Objections and comments
	Within 4 weeks of the date of publication of this proposal, (i.e. by 14th December 2009), any person may object to or comment on the proposal by writing to Ms V. Kelly, Clerk to the Governing Body, Foundation Status, Wright Robinson College, off Falmer Close, Abbey Hey Lane, Gorton, Manchester, M18 8RL.



(d) Consultation
	i) The following people were consulted on the proposal:

· All Parents/families of pupils at Wright Robinson College (parents surgery meeting held on 27 April 2009)
· Teaching and Non Teaching Staff (Staff meeting held on 20 April 2009)
· Pupils at Wright Robinson College 

· The governing body, teachers and other staff of any other school that may be affected by the proposals  (through the head teachers of those schools) 
· Families of pupils at other schools that may be affected by the proposals including where local primary schools (through the head teachers of those schools)

· Union Representatives

· Local Councillors

· Members of Parliament, for Manchester and the areas adjacent to the school whose constituents may be affected by the proposal
· Director of Children’s Services, Manchester Local Authority       The neighbouring Local Authorities  of Greater Manchester.Manchester Education Authority  
There were 5 responses received to the proposal to become a Foundation School.

There were no objections received to the proposal to become a Foundation School.
The main views expressed by the consultees related to the fact that should Wright Robinson become a Foundation School, that it would continue to have an admissions criteria that enabled parents/carers to have an achievable preference regardless of where they live.

There was also a view that should Wright Robinson become a foundation school, that it would continue to work with other schools and local authorities to dissuade unnecessary transfers. 
All applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposal to consult to become a Foundation School have been complied with.
Consultation documents were sent by post to all consultees and were made available on the school’s website.
Copies of all consultation documents including minutes of public consultation meetings and copies of responses received can be obtained from Miss V. Kelly, clerk to the Governing Body, Wright Robinson College, off Falmer Close, Abbey Hey Lane, Gorton, Manchester, M18 8RL.



	


(e) Alteration description
	It is proposed that Wright Robinson College change its category from a Community School to a Foundation School.



Rationale for the proposed change of category
	The college’s GCSE examination results for 2009 (to be validated in January 2010) show that 76% of students achieved at least 5A*-C grades with 34% achieving at least 5A*-C grades with GCSE English and Maths. According to baseline data, this shows that the college has a Contextual Value Added score of 1018.2.  This is  significantly above average and places the college in the 16th percentile, nationally, when compared with other schools
Wright Robinson College has been judged by OFSTED (January 2008) as a ‘good school’. The College has made excellent progress in recent years with a year on year improvement in examination results. The Governors believe that Foundation Status will lead to further significant and sustained progress in the future. 
The College relationship and collaborative working with local primary schools and other partnerships will continue in the same way and will additionally be strengthened further by the acquisition of Foundation Status.  Governors believe that they have the experience and expertise to use the additional autonomies of Foundation Status to continue the development of the College and raise standards even further.

Governors believe that the College will be able to work more closely and develop better links with the local community and to use the additional freedoms to provide excellent opportunities for young people and staff.

There is an expectation from government that schools will take a direct lead in delivering the Every Child Matters Agenda, be instrumental in promoting Social Cohesion and facilitating the vision of Extended Schools.  The additional freedoms open to Wright Robinson College as a Foundation School and the College’s commitment to co-operation with other agencies will, governors believe, be an important component in the College’s development of such initiatives.

The fundamental reason for this change, and its guiding principal, is to improve the quality of education we are able to provide for our pupils and our desire to continue to raise standards. 
The school will not have a foundation established otherwise than under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 nor will it belong to a group of schools for which a foundation body acts.




Publication Date: 16th November 2009
